Minutes of the meeting of the Dixmont, Maine, Planning Board, Jan. 8, 2018

The Dixmont Planning Board met at the Dixmont Town Office at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2018. 
Present were Planning Board members John Devin, Clark Staples, David Bright, Phil Dolan, Mark Guzzi, Brian Wilson and Garnett Robinson.

The minutes of the Dec. 8, 2017 meeting were read and placed on file.

The Board discussed two items which will be on the town meeting warrant. 
One item is a change in the building code that would require a building permit for accessory structures that are 80 square feet or larger. Currently the ordinance only requires permits for accessory structures that are 200 square feet or larger. 
Structures with 80 square feet or larger are considered as taxable real estate by the assessor. This change in the building code would mean any structure large enough to be assessed for taxes would also require a building permit, thus giving the assessor notice of the building and a basis on how much the building should be assessed.

The other item is a recreational marijuana prohibition ordinance, which, if passed, would eliminate the need to extend the existing moratorium on production, testing and sale of recreational marijuana. It appears that the Legislature will not have rules approved for many of the aspects of production and retailing of recreational marijuana until very late fall or summer. The existing moratorium passed in November expires in May.
Rather than rush into a town ordinance on recreational marijuana or extend the moratorium – both of which would require a special town meeting – the board is recommending the town follow a suggestion that was brought up at the public hearing prior to the November moratorium vote. That is that the town pass an ordinance prohibiting the production, processing, testing and sale of recreational marijuana. The thought is that this ordinance can stay in place until we know exactly what the state rules are, and then, if the town wishes, a new ordinance can be drafted to regulate recreational marijuana.  It was noted that this ordinance would not apply to medical marijuana nor to individuals growing their own marijuana for their own personal recreational use.
The Selectboard will be given a draft ordinance prepared by the Maine Municipal Association to use as a basis for the ordinance that will appear on the town meeting warrant. The Planning Board will request that the town secure the snowmobile club for a public hearing to be held at the next regular meeting of the board, Feb. 13, 2018.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In other matters, the board was informed that Lynne Lamstein, who appeared before the board in November or 2017, had been granted a permit by Maine DOT for a new driveway on the property she wishes to develop. It is anticipated that she will be coming in later in the year with an application for a minor subdivision.


Respectively submitted,
David Bright, secretary
Dixmont Planning Board 
