Minutes of the meeting of the Dixmont, Maine, Planning Board, May 9, 2017

The Dixmont Planning Board met at the Dixmont Town Office on Tuesday, May 9, 2017. Present were Planning Board members Phil Dolan, Clark Staples, John Devin, Garnett Robinson, David Bright, and Mark Guzzi.

The minutes of the April 11, 2017 meeting were read and placed on file. 

Copies of the minutes of previous meetings are now on the town’s website. 

Discussion continued on the implications of the pending recreational marijuana law. Clark noted that Palmyra and some other towns were already planning votes on a moratorium. The Board felt this was too early, as it was more than six months from the Feb. 1, 2018 date when sales of marijuana become legal. Additionally, the state rules are still evolving and Clark said in his contacts with the state no one has yet to be designated to work with the towns on rules and enforcement. It’s believed that marijuana sales and regulations will come under the state Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations.

The Board agreed that its September 12, 2017, meeting will be an informational meeting where everything that is known by that date will be outlined and the wording of the moratorium language will be presented. We will try to have officials from the state and Penobscot County Sheriff’s Department at that meeting, as well as Rep. Fredette and Sen. Cushing, if they are available.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Board proposes that the vote on whether or not to institute a moratorium be held during the statewide referendum election scheduled for Nov. 7, 2017. If the moratorium is enacted, the Board will then determine whether it should draft a marijuana ordinance. If drafted, the ordinance would be used to limit marijuana activities in town. Otherwise it would follow the existing state rules, regulations and statues.

Clark will coordinate activities with the Select Board. David will contact Rep, Fredette and Sen. Cushing.

There will be no meeting in June as the normal meeting date coincides with the state referendum election. The next meeting will be Tuesday, July 11, 2017.
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