Minutes of the meeting of the Dixmont, Maine, Planning Board, April 11, 2017

The Dixmont Planning Board met at the Dixmont Town Office on Tuesday, April 11, 2017. Present were Planning Board members Phil Dolan, Clark Staples, Brian Wilson, John Devin, Garnett Robinson, David Bright, and Mark Guzzi.

The minutes of the Feb. 14, 2017 meeting were read and placed on file.

The results of the marijuana survey were tallied. Most were collected at the annual town meeting, but some additional surveys were left at the town office. There were 69 responses. Overall, the majority of respondents opposed recreational marijuana for the town.

Results were as follows:
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ] 
Because the state has yet to promulgate rules for recreational marijuana, the board cannot move ahead with drafting a proposed ordinance. Final rules from the state are due in the fall and the sale of recreational marijuana will become legal on Feb. 1, 2018. The board’s thinking at this point is to hold public meetings in the fall with an eye to imposing a moratorium on commercial marijuana until townspeople can determine if an ordinance is warranted, and, if so, what it should say.
An informational meeting will be scheduled for October or November. Representatives from law enforcement, state agencies and the legislature will be invited. In the meantime, the board will attempt to collect sample ordinances from other jurisdictions.
Following the informational meeting, a public hearing on a moratorium will be held. Since sales will be legal before the 2018 annual town meeting, a special town meeting will have to be called to impose a moratorium prior to Feb. 1, 2018.
One topic that will have to be investigated is whether any federal funds might be in jeopardy if the town sanctions marijuana sales.
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Topic Yes % Yes No % No No opinion % no opin.

Total 

votes

Total %

Allow cultivation of recreational marijuana 26 38% 38 55% 5 7%

69 100%

Allow production of recreational marijuana products 29 42% 35 51% 5 7%

69 100%

Permit Social clubs for consumption of 7 10% 50 72% 12 17%

69 100%

Permit retail sales of recreation marijuana 20 29% 44 64% 5 7%

69 100%

Permit marijuana testing facilities 22 32% 39 57% 8 12%

69 100%

TOTALS 104

30%

206

60%

35

10%

345 100%
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