Minutes of the meeting of the Dixmont, Maine, Planning Board, Feb. 14, 2017

The Dixmont Planning Board met at the Dixmont Town Office on Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2017. Present were Planning Board members Phil Dolan, Clark Staples, John Devin, David Bright, and Mark Guzzi.

The minutes of the Dec. 15, 2016, and Jan. 10, 2017,  meetings were read and placed on file.

Members were informed of the Maine Municipal Association (MMA) website, and it was noted that most of the information distributed at MMA workshops is also available on the website. Members were advised to create a logon and password for the site.

On the subject of legalized marijuana, MMA recommends towns vote a moratorium on commercial marijuana operations until the state rules are finalized. Clark said he will address the issue at the March town meeting and it was suggested that we offer participants at town meeting a questionnaire about how they feel on the issue, in order to give the board some direction on how to proceed.

The Board then turned its attention to the redrafting of the subdivision ordinance.  It was decided that the first four sections of the redraft will be:
  I	Preamble
 II	Definitions
III	Review Criteria
IV	Authority and Administration

[bookmark: _GoBack]The board determined that where possible definitions should make reference to section 4401 in the state statutes. This will make it easier to keep the town’s ordinance in sync with state law should state law change. The Board will keep the distinctions between minor and major subdivisions, but will simplify the language pertaining to each category.
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