[bookmark: _GoBack]       		           Town of Dixmont        
              OCTOBER 2020 NEWS      


Town Office Hours:                                                     phone: 234-2294   fax: 234-2716
        Monday: 8am – 1pm                                              www.townofdixmont.org
        Tuesday: 1pm – 6pm                                              dixmont@uninets.net
        Wednesday: 8am – 1pm                                         dixclerk@uninets.net
        Thursday: 1pm – 6pm                                             
        Friday: 8am – 1pm                                                 758 Western Ave, PO Box 100
                                                                                       Dixmont ME 04932

            CLOSED ALL FEDERAL & STATE HOLIDAYS  
                       Upcoming Office Closings     
                                                                         
                 Monday, October 12
                 Tuesday, November 3 ** election to be held at Snowmobile
                                          Clubhouse, Cates Rd
                 Wednesday, November 4
                 Wednesday, November 11
                 Wednesday – Friday, November 25-27

         ** The town report will have a complete list of all planned closure days for the year.
        ANY OTHER CLOSINGS WILL BE POSTED ON WEBSITE AND/OR FACETUBE


2020 Tax bills have been mailed. If you didn’t get yours for some reason, we can print out a duplicate for you. Payment is due upon receipt prior to Oct 31st. Interest will be added as of November 1 @ 8% per annum.
==========================================================================
2021 Dog Licenses will be available after October 15th. All dogs must be registered before January 31st each year. $6 spayed/neutered or $11 non-spayed/neutered. Current rabies vaccine is required. We will, hopefully, have a rabies clinic in January. 
 NOTE: There is a $25 per dog late fee assessed on February 1st  in addition to the license fee.

2021 COMMUNITY CALENDARS ARE IN!! Pick up yours at the Town Office…..$6 each.
*******The office will be closed on Tuesday, Nov 3rd as the entire office staff will be working at the election so no one will be at the office…please plan ahead.  Also, the office will be closed on Wednesday, Nov 4th….please plan ahead.

                                      TRANSFER STATION   
******************************************************
****New Hours Effective Jan 4, 2020
TRANSFER STATION: REGULAR HOURS  
Saturday 8-2
 Sunday    8-2 
SUMMER HOURS TBD @ a later date
***2021 Annual Permits are available.  You may purchase @ the Town Office…$10
Bag stickers: $1 each, purchase @ town office or transfer station
  
FALL CLEAN-UP DUMPSTER: Month of October or until the 2nd fill. 
         Permits available at Town Office PRIOR to disposal. Transfer Station attendant is authorized to charge additional fee for added items after purchase of permit. 

And if you miss our clean-up…..

Newport Transfer Station accepts certain items from other towns. 

Please see list below for allowable items and cost…..
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POSSIBLE NEED FOR ELECTION BALLOT COUNTERS
There is the possibility that Dixmont might be getting a Ballot Tabulating Machine from the Secretary of State for the November 3rd Election.  This would eliminate the need for Ballot Counters, however this is not a sure thing as of now.
In the event that Dixmont does not receive the machine, we will need Republicans and Democrats that are willing to come to the Snowmobile Club at the close of polls (8:00 pm) to count ballots.  Minimum wage will be paid.  If you are interested, please call the town office (234-2294) with your name, phone number and party affiliation to be place on a contact list.   Thank you in advance for your help!

                2020 Election – Tuesday, November 3   8am – 8pm
 
We feel that the alternate voting venue worked well for the primary. The November election will also take place at the snowmobile club on the Cates Rd. 

Absentee voting:
You can request on-line through Maine.gov or you can call the town office and make the request. The ballots will not be available until at least 30 days prior to election day, Nov. 3rd….usually by the first week in October. The last day to request an absentee ballot by mail is Thursday, Oct. 29th.

In-person absentee voting:
As soon as the ballots are available, you can come to the town office and vote absentee in the presence of the clerk. This is the easiest and most cost effective way to absentee. Ballots should be available Oct. 5, 2020.

October 30th will be the last day you can absentee in person without a special circumstance as required by the Secretary of State. The Town Office will be open for voting ONLY from 1pm – 5pm.

In order to request an absentee ballot on Monday, Nov 2nd, you will need to have a special circumstance to do so.
 
Voting is important….don’t wait until the last minute if you plan to vote absentee…..



sdfasdfasdfa       
         REGISTRATION CHECK LIST 
WHAT IS NEEDED WHEN REGISTERING A VEHICLE

RE-REGISTRATION- 
Proof of insurance
Mileage
Plate number (not always necessary, but always helpful)
NEW REGISTRATION, DEALER SALE-
Window Sticker (ONLY if box 15 on Title Applications say MSO or MCO)
Title Application (this is a must…make sure boxes 15 & 16 are filled out.  Contact the    dealer if they are not)
Proof that sales tax has been paid
Proof of insurance
NEW REGISTRAION, PRIVATE SALE-
Title for vehicles 1995 and newer (please note: if the person listed on the front of the title is not the same person selling and giving you the bill of sale for the vehicle, more paper work will be required.  You should call the office for more information.)
Bill of Sale (should have year, make, model, VIN#, name and address of seller clearly printed, date of sale and signature(s) of seller(s).) 
Proof of Insurance
The person the vehicle is being registered to needs to be present to sign all paperwork.  Others cannot do this for you.

Due to changes in Motor Vehicle laws, individuals who are to be listed on a NEW registration need to be present to sign the registration.  NO, your spouse/partner/friend/family member cannot sign for you.

NOTE: NEVER CROSS OUT, WHITE OUT, OR ERASE ON THE BACK OF A TITLE.  This will void the back of the title. If this occurs, the form MVT-16 will need to be obtained for the seller to fill out before the registration process can be completed. 





RAFFLE BASKET

The annual Neighbors Helping Neighbors raffle basket fundraiser for 2020 will not be held due to the constraints of the coronavirus. 

BUT, one basket was already completed so the donor offered to have a raffle with the proceeds helping our Secret Santas buy Christmas presents for Dixmont children this year.  

The basket is full of postage stamps having a value of over $200!! Guess who donated it?? Cindy Philbrook donates each year to the NHN basket raffle so she generously offered to still raffle this one with a request to help out the Secret Santas.

Tickets available @ the town office.

$1 each, 6 for $5 or 15 for $10

Drawing will be held on Friday, December 4, 2020 @ 12:00.
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Thanks, Cindy!!

We have a bunch of puzzles (500ct & 1000ct) that have been donated.  If you would enjoy doing a puzzle at home, you are more than welcome to borrow one. We are asking to take just one at a time and then bring it back…you can then take another if you’d like.
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Things we should not take for granted, especially in today’s crazy world. SO PLEASE VOTE! And don’t forget to thank a Veteran!!

https://statesymbolsusa.org/symbol-official-item/national-us/state-colors/national-colors

 [image: Child saying the pledge of Allegiance to United States]
Child saying the pledge of Allegiance to United States (licensed image from BigStockPhoto).

Child saying the pledge of Allegiance to United States flag;  .  Photo by [file:field-file-photographer]/[file:field-file-source] ([file:field-file-license]).
The Pledge of Allegiance
I pledge allegiance to the Flag
of the United States of America,
and to the Republic
for which it stands,
one nation, under God, indivisible,
with liberty, and justice, for all.
 
The American's Creed
The American's Creed was written in 1917 by William Tyler Page and adopted by the U.S. House of Representatives the next year. Much like the Pledge of Allegiance, the American's Creed reflects the American nationalism that became popular after the Civil War:
“I believe in the United States of America, as a government of the people, by the people, for the people; whose just powers are derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a republic; a sovereign nation of many sovereign states; a perfect union, one and inseparable; established upon those principals of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes.
I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, and to defend it against all enemies.”  









Red, White, and Blue
National (U.S.) Colors
nationalcolorsredwhiteblue.jpg
[image: American red, white, and blue]
Sea of red, white, and blue; photo by Pieter TER KUILE on Flickr (noncommercial use permitted with attribution / share alike).


Official Colors of the USA
The official national colors of the United States can be seen on the American flag; red, white, and blue. All State Colors
Although the colors did not have a specified meaning at the time the American flag was adopted, they were defined for the Great Seal of the United States in 1782: Red is a symbol of valor and bravery, white symbolizes purity and innocence, and blue signifies vigilance, perseverance, and justice.
From United States Department of State's website; Charles Thomson’s “Remarks and Explanation,” detailing the symbolism of design elements on the Great Seal, adopted by the Continental Congress, June 20, 1782 (Charles Thomson was the Secretary of Congress):
"The colours of the pales are those used in the flag of the United States of America; White signifies purity and innocence, Red, hardiness & valour, and Blue, the colour of the Chief signifies vigilance, perseverance & justice. The Olive branch and arrows denote the power of peace & war which is exclusively vested in Congress. The Constellation denotes a new State taking its place and rank among other sovereign powers. The Escutcheon is born on the breast of an American Eagle without any other supporters [figures represented as holding up the shield] to denote that the United States of America ought to rely on their own Virtue."












The Star Spangled Banner
National (U.S.) Anthem
 
The Star Spangled Banner
The national anthem of the United States of America is "The Star Spangled Banner" sung to the tune of "To Anacreon in Heaven;" it was made official with a congressional resolution on March 3, 1931. Official State Songs
The lyrics are by Francis Scott Key, from a poem written on September 14, 1814 after he witnessed Fort McHenry being bombarded by British ships during the Battle of Baltimore in the War of 1812.
"The Star Spangled Banner" is difficult to sing well because the tune covers an extreme range, and only the first verse is commonly sung, though it has four.
Lyrics
Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,
What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watch'd, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof thro' the night that our flag was still there.
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
 
VERSE 2
 
On the shore dimly seen thro' the mists of the deep,
Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes,
What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep,
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?
Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam,
In full glory reflected, now shines on the stream:
'T is the star-spangled banner: O, long may it wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
 
VERSE 3
 
And where is that band who so vauntingly swore
That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion
A home and a country should leave us no more?
Their blood has wash'd out their foul footsteps' pollution.
No refuge could save the hireling and slave
From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave:
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave.
 
VERSE 4
 
O, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand,
Between their lov'd homes and the war's desolation;
Blest with vict'ry and peace, may the heav'n-rescued land
Praise the Pow'r that hath made and preserv'd us as a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause is just,
And this be our motto: "In God is our trust"
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

https://statesymbolsusa.org/symbol-official-item/national-us/state-seal/united-states-seal#:~:text=The%20United%20States%20seal%20has%20a%20rich%20history,be%20seen%20on%20the%20back%20of%20a%20U.S.
Seal
National (U.S.) Seal
unitedstatesgreatseal5.jpg
[image: Seal of the United States at the Oklahoma City National Monument]
Representation of the great seal of the United States at the Oklahoma City National Monument; photo by Cosmo Spacely (theunabonger) on Flickr (noncommercial use permitted with attribution / no derivative works).
Great Seal of the United States
The Secretary of State is the official custodian of the great seal of the United States. It is only attached (affixed) to certain documents, such as foreign treaties and presidential proclamations. The Great Seal is kept in a mahogany cabinet and displayed in the Exhibit Hall of the Department of State in Washington, D.C. All State Seals
The United States seal has a rich history beginning with our founding fathers in 1776 when the first Continental Congress resolved that Dr. Franklin, Mr. Jefferson, and J. Adams "bring in a device for a seal for the United States of America." Both sides of the Great Seal can be seen on the back of a U.S. one-dollar bill.
On July 4, 1776, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson were given the task of creating a seal for the 13 United States of America. The delegates of the Constitutional Convention believed an emblem and national coat of arms would be evidence of an independent nation and a free people with high aspirations and grand hopes for the future.
The Great Seal was finalized and approved six years later on June 20, 1782. The symbols on the seal reflect the beliefs and values that the Founding Fathers wanted to pass on to their descendants.
Symbols on Obverse of The Great Seal
Eagle: In the center of the seal is a bald eagle (our national bird). The eagle holds a scroll in its beak inscribed with our original national motto: "E Pluribus Unum," which is Latin for "one from many" or "one from many parts" (one nation created from 13 colonies). The eagle grasps an olive branch in its right talon and a bundle of thirteen arrows in its left. The olive branch and arrows are symbols for the power of peace and war.
Shield: A shield with thirteen red and white stripes covers the eagle's breast. The shield is supported solely by the American eagle as a symbol that Americans rely on their own virtue.
The red and white stripes of the shield represent the states united under and supporting the blue, which represents the President and Congress. The color white is a symbol of purity and innocence; red represents hardiness and valor; and blue signifies vigilance, perseverance, and justice.
Cloud: Above the eagle's head is a cloud surrounding a blue field containing thirteen stars which form a constellation. The constellation denotes that a new State is taking its place among other nations.
Symbols on Reverse of The Great Seal
Pyramid: The seal's reverse side contains a 13-step pyramid with the year 1776 in Roman numerals at the base (the year independence was declared).
Eye: At the top of the pyramid is the Eye of Providence with the Latin motto "Annuit Coeptis" in the sky above - meaning "It [the Eye of Providence] is favorable to our undertakings" or "He favors our undertakings."
Scroll: Below the pyramid, a scroll reads "Novus Ordo Seclorum" - Latin for "New Order of the Ages." which refers to 1776 as the beginning of the American new era.
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WHEN THE STORE ADVERTISES HOW MANY,
DEER l FIIEEZEII WILLHOLD™




image5.jpeg
raking leaves as
Mother Nature’s way
of getting you in shape
for shoveling snow.
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WELCOME TO

Dont try to Change it!
If you don’t like it
turn around!
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