OUTDOOR FESTIVAL ORDINANCE

Whereas, the inhabitants of the Town of Dixmont are deeply concerned about the tremendous crowds which have attended outdoor pageants, amusement shows, theatrical performances, including music festivals and exhibitions, in various parts of the United States and the results thereof, and


Whereas, said events have led to serious problems in the way of inadequate toilet, waste disposal, potable water, and first aid facilities, obstructions and damages to roads and highways, violations of liquor and drug laws, and destruction of both public and private property.


Now, therefore, the following ordinance is passed in the interest of promoting the general welfare, preventing disease, promoting health and providing for the public safety.

1. No person shall exhibit, sponsor, hold, promote or operate any pageant, amusement show, theatrical performance, including a music festival or exhibition, which in excess of five hundred (500) people are reasonably anticipated to attend and where a substantial portion of the entertainers of persons attending will be out of doors without first procuring from the municipal officers a license therefore at least seven (7) days prior to the event and payment of the sum of five hundred dollars ($500) to the town therefore.

A. Municipal officers must have written verification that the landowner has agreed to the event.

B. Every abutting landowner must sign-off that they have been notified and agree to the event.

C. The event must describe the time limits; number of days and/or number of hours.
D. The applicant must provide adequate policing for the event.
2. No license shall be granted by the municipal officers unless the applicant satisfies the municipal officers that the following facilities will be available for such event in the area to be used and no such person shall hold such an event unless such facilities are available:

A. There must be enough potable water on premise for each person for each day in the amount of  6  16oz bottles.

B. A portable toilet facility shall be available for every 35 persons in attendance or expected to be in attendance. 
C. At each toilet facility there shall be filled hand sanitizers. Additional hand sanitizer dispensers shall be made available throughout the venue.
D. Adequate metal, wood or plastic containers with a height of at least two (2) feet and diameter or at least two (2) feet shall be spaced in the area to take care of solid waste and garbage, with at least one container for each reasonably anticipated one hundred (100) persons. Within twenty-four (24) hours after the close of the event such waste material shall be removed to a public transfer station. Returnable bottles and cans shall have a separate marked container for recycling.
E. A first aid facility shall be provided on the grounds with at least one ambulance in attendance with medical staff as appropriate to be determined during contract negotiations.
F. Off the street parking facilities shall be furnished with at least one car space with adequate access ways for each six (6) persons reasonably expected to attend. A uniformed police officer or constable shall be provided to direct traffic to and from public ways with at least one officer for each reasonably expected five hundred (500) persons.

G. Prior to the issuance of the license and the holding of the event, the applicant shall furnish a corporate surety bond from a company authorized to do business in Maine insuring that forthwith after the event the grounds will be cleaned of waste, and damages to public or private property in the area arising out of or in connection with the event are promptly paid, such bond to be in the amount of five thousand dollars ($5,000) for each reasonably expected one thousand (1000) persons in attendance.

H. The applicant shall file with his application adequate proof that he has authority from any landowner to use his property and shall furnish a plan showing the size of the area to be used, with designated locations for drinking, toilet and washing facilities, waste containers, first aid facilities and off the street parking.

3. Each part of this ordinance is severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence or provision is declared to be contrary to law, the validity of the remainder shall not be affected thereby.

4. Any person, directly or indirectly, exhibiting, promoting, sponsoring, operating or holding such event as owner, lessor, lessee, landlord, tenant, operator or entertainer and not complying with this ordinance shall be liable to a fine of one hundred dollars ($100) per day for each infraction, shall be personally responsible for damages to public and/or private property arising out of or in connection therewith and subject to any civil or injunctive relief that may be reasonable and proper.
5. The event must adhere to all applicable drug, alcohol and tobacco use policies for public events.

6. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage.

Adopted: May 12, 1970

 Amendment Adopted: March 17,2015

