    		        Town of Dixmont        
               MARCH  2020 NEWS      

Town Office Hours:                                                     phone: 234-2294   fax: 234-2716
        Monday: 8am – 1pm                                              www.townofdixmont.org
        Tuesday: 1pm – 6pm                                              dixmont@uninets.net
        Wednesday: 8am – 1pm                                         dixclerk@uninets.net
        Thursday: 1pm – 6pm                                             
        Friday: 8am – 1pm                                                 758 Western Ave, PO Box 100
                                                                                       Dixmont ME 04932

            CLOSED ALL FEDERAL & STATE HOLIDAYS  
                       Upcoming Office Closings                                                                                               
 
                  March: Tues., March 3 – Election
                  April: Mon., April 20 – Patriots’ Day
                                            
         ** The town report will have a complete list of all planned closure days for the year.
        ANY OTHER CLOSINGS WILL BE POSTED ON WEBSITE AND/OR FACETUBE
======================================================================
                              March meetings – held @ the Town Office

Select Board – Thurs, Mar 6 @ 6:30pm      **postponed from Tues, March 3rd 
                                                                     
                         Tues, Mar 17 @ 6:30pm
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Saturday, March 21, 2020
10am @ EDS

Planning Board – Tues, Mar 10 @ 7pm                                     
                       
Historical Society – Wed, Mar 4 @ 7pm  

Conservation Committee – Mon, Mar 16 @ 6:30pm  

American Legion – Mon, Mar 23 @ 7pm

Community Development – Mon, Mar 23 @ 7pm 
 ==========================================================================
 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Saturday, March 21, 2020 -- 10am
@ Etna-Dixmont School
Lunch will be available to purchase to benefit the Dixmont Scholarship Association.

                                      TRANSFER STATION   
******************************************************
****New Hours Effective Jan 4, 2020
TRANSFER STATION: REGULAR HOURS  
Saturday 8-2
 Sunday    8-2 
SUMMER HOURS TBD @ a later date
                             2020 Transfer Station Permit
                      The annual permit is now available…$10. 
               Permits must be purchased at the Town Office. 
ANNUAL PERMITS WILL NO LONGER BE AVAILABLE TO BUY AT THE TRANSFER STATION. Please plan accordingly…thanks. 
==========================================
[image: ]
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sDixmont Historical Society Committee
Now that January of this new year is over, and our famous groundhog has told us we will have an early Spring, we would like to help you get a jump start on putting some local warm weather activities on your calendar.
Last month we sent out a “heads up” with a general list of classes being held at the 1836 Town House this coming spring and summer.  The classes and dates are:
Thursday May 14, at 6:30 “Everything you need to know about Succulents”.  Hanna Todd will provide an overview of types, care and use of these tiny intriguing plants. Each participant will leave with plant to nurture on your own. 
Thursday. May28, at 6:30 “Creating a Succulent planter”.  During this session Hanna will help you design and create your own garden of miniature succulents.
Wednesday, June 17, at 6:30 “Paint and Sip” with Danasa Carson.  Danasa will lead the class in creating each person’s own rendition of an acrylic painting.  BYOB or enjoy our fruit punch for a social and creative evening.
Wednesday, October 14 at 6:30 “Painting Wine Glasses” Create a fun and beautiful wine glass with designs of flowers or fishes in acrylic paint.  You could make one as a gift, or start you own collection.  
August/September:  For this fall season, we will be selling 9-inch pots of mums in a variety of fall colors.  We will be advertising and selling the mums ahead of time, so keep us in mind before you make arrangements for fall planting color.
Stay tuned and we will let you know where and how to sign up for the classes and what the cost will be.  All proceeds from these classes will go toward the 1836 Town House maintenance and construction of a much-needed Rest Room facility.
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sssssssss       MARCH 3, 2020 ELECTION
         

There will be a Presidential Primary and a Referendum question concerning Immunizations on March 3, 2020.  Polls will be open from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm.  Remember that only Democrats, Republicans and Green Independents are qualified parties.  If you are now unenrolled, you may enroll into a party up to and including election day.  If you are currently enrolled in a party and wish to switch parties, the law states that “a voter may NOT vote at a caucus, convention, or primary election for 15 days after filing an application to change enrollment”.  Please keep this in mind if this is your intention.  You DO NOT have to be enrolled in a party to vote a referendum ballot.

 Please remember that last date you can vote absentee (unless you have a special circumstance) is the Thursday before the election, February 27th, 2020.  The Town Office will be closed for business on election day



===============================================================





Dixmont Scholarship Association – Town Meeting Lunch

The Scholarship Assoc will be hosting the lunch available at town meeting. Donations for desserts, drinks and butter would gladly be accepted!!
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February 18, 2020

For the past few decades the Maine Forest Service has surveyed for browntail moth in coastal Maine. Beginning in 2015 we started to see a dramatic increase in browntail moth populations. This letter is to give notice to towns that have significant detected populations of browntail moth in order to facilitate response by towns and/ or their residents.

Browntail moth caterpillars have hairs that cause a rash and can also cause respiratory distress in sensitive individuals. The hairs may persist for years and can continue to cause problems when mowing or other activities stir them up. The caterpillars eat the leaves of oak, apple, birch and other hardwood and fruit trees from late April to early July. Feeding by the caterpillars may lead to branch dieback and can contribute to tree death after consecutive years of defoliation.

Browntail moth adults fly in July and lay their eggs on host trees. The eggs hatch in August and tiny caterpillars feed by skeletonizing the outer layer of leaves before they make overwintering webs. In summer 2019, particularly in Waldo County, there was enough damage from the young caterpillars that it could be mapped from the air.  This and other surveys indicate that populations are potentially very high in parts of some coastal towns and abundant enough to cause significant discomfort in a far broader area. 

There were localized population reductions, brought on by a fungus that attacks browntail moth caterpillars which was helped by cool, wet conditions experienced last spring. Unfortunately, these areas still have populations that are above levels that could cause negative human impacts.  

The overwintering web survey is ongoing and results will be available in early spring. The survey is conducted from the roadside in areas delineated by the aerial survey or that have experienced problems in the past and expands outward to define the generally affected area. This is not an exhaustive survey. People need to check their own properties to determine their level of risk of exposure to browntail moth.

Below is a link to the Maine Forest Service Browntail Moth website with more information including:
· A frequently asked questions webpage
· Description and images of the browntail moth life stages and how to manage it
· A list of Licensed Pesticide Applicators for landowners to contact this winter about potential control work 
· State law specific to browntail moth control near marine waters.

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/forest_health/invasive_threats/browntail_moth_info.htm

In closing I strongly encourage you to provide information about this pest to your town residents if they are not already aware of browntail moth. Thank you and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely,

Thomas Schmeelk
Forest Entomologist, Thomas.schmeelk@maine.gov
Maine Forest Service, ACF, 287-3244
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Recent town meetings are showing a steady drop in attendance. This meeting is for approving a budget, asking questions and having discussions about our town’s current status and our future.

The budget passed at town meeting is the only authority that the Select Board has to spend your money. The use of your money is done in the most efficient way within that authority…Some would even be surprised at how cheap frugal we are to protect your money as long as possible!!

The “unknowns” at the time of town meeting can have a big impact in the tax rate and your tax bill. The biggest unknown is the RSU19 assessment. So, your input about the municipal budget is very important. 
 
Discussions are the best way to understand any upcoming issues and to make a plan to address those issues. We encourage anyone and everyone to become involved and ask questions. This is YOUR town and you have the right to ask any question you may have…...just please ask them in a courteous and civil manner because, personally, I am over 50 and I say “good day” (caution:if it’s a bad day, I may say more) to rude and disrespectful people.

Hope to see you on Saturday, March 21st!!!
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UNITY AREA REGIONAL RECYCLING CENTER

95 Leonard Rd Phone: (207)568-3117
Thorndike, ME 04986 Fax: (207)568-3319
E-mail: varrc@uninets.net WWW.UAITC.0rg

February 21. 2020

Effective immediately, we are proud to announce that UARRC is adding back the #1 & #3-#7
plastics. We will now need to keep the #1 separate from the #3-#7. Please, everyone share this
information so that we can help keep these items out of the waste stream.

We would like everyone to know that we are always looking for markets to reintroduce products
that we have had to discontinue as well as new products that we can start accepting.

Michael Berry




