[bookmark: _GoBack]    		        Town of Dixmont        
               APRIL  2020 NEWS      

Town Office Hours:                                                     phone: 234-2294   fax: 234-2716
        Monday: 8am – 1pm                                              www.townofdixmont.org
        Tuesday: 1pm – 6pm                                              dixmont@uninets.net
        Wednesday: 8am – 1pm                                         dixclerk@uninets.net
        Thursday: 1pm – 6pm                                             
        Friday: 8am – 1pm                                                 758 Western Ave, PO Box 100
                                                                                       Dixmont ME 04932

            CLOSED ALL FEDERAL & STATE HOLIDAYS  
                       Upcoming Office Closings                                                                                               
 
      April: Monday, April 23 
 
   THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR PUBLIC ACCESS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
                                            
         ** The town report will have a complete list of all planned closure days for the year.
        ANY OTHER CLOSINGS WILL BE POSTED ON WEBSITE AND/OR FACETUBE
======================================================================
                              April meetings – held @ the Town Office

Select Board – Tues,  Apr 7         
                         Tues,  Apr 21       

Planning Board – Tues,  
                       
Historical Society – Wed                                                      STAY SAFE & HEALTHY!!

Conservation Committee – Mon,    

American Legion – Mon,  

Community Development – Mon,   
 ==========================================================================

 The DIXMONT VOL.FIRE DEPARTMENT will not be giving out fire permits for the time being. You can obtain a permit by going on the Maine Forest Service website (thru Maine.gov). There is a fee……
[image: See the source image] 



                                      TRANSFER STATION   
******************************************************
****New Hours Effective Jan 4, 2020
TRANSFER STATION: REGULAR HOURS  
Saturday 8-2
 Sunday    8-2 
SUMMER HOURS TBD @ a later date
                             2020 Transfer Station Permit
                      The annual permit is now available…$10. 
               Permits must be purchased at the Town Office. 
ANNUAL PERMITS WILL NO LONGER BE AVAILABLE TO BUY AT THE TRANSFER STATION. Please plan accordingly…thanks. 
===========================================
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Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Thanks to everyone who so graciously agreed to be a part of our Volunteer Group. You will be contacted as we become aware of someone who is in need of assistance.

We want to encourage anyone who is experiencing financial difficulty at this time or could use assistance with everyday tasks to call the Town Office to inquire about what may be available to help in this unsettling time.

Every year during the warmer months residents are often looking to hire someone to help out with outside yard clean up or other light chores. If you would like to earn some extra money please leave your contact information at the Town Office.

 
                 Get your JS 2020 BTN mask today!
We are making masks daily so if anyone wants one, just call.

You know, I’ve been thinking. I know we are supposed to be kind and compassionate during all of this but I will find it hard to ignore if anyone sneezes or coughs directly on/near me without covering. They possibly will leave with sore kneecaps and a headache..just sayin’. 
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			mefishwildlife.com









			Maine wouldn't be "Maine" without our fish, wildlife, and recreation opportunities… 
	[image: common loon]


Celebrate Maine's bicentennial with us by learning 200 ways YOU can help conserve the state for generations to come:
	[image: peregrine falcon]
	
	40 Ways to help conserve Maine’s birds
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	30 Ways to help conserve Maine’s fisheries



	[image: person driving a snowmobile]
	
	40 Ways to help protect access to private land and recreation opportunities
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	40 Ways to help conserve Maine’s reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates
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	50 Ways to help conserve Maine’s mammals







		












	Stay Connected with Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife:
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MAINE DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE
284 State St., Augusta, ME 04333   (207) 287-8000  www.mefishwildlife.com 
For More Information, Please Contact:
Mark Latti, MDIFW Communications Director, 207-592-1339 (cell) mark.latti@maine.gov

For Immediate Release                                                                                            March 20, 2020
Governor Mills, Commissioner Camuso Suspend Inland Waters Fishing License Requirement, Open Waters To Inland Fishing
AUGUSTA, Maine – Governor Janet Mills today directed Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Commissioner Judy Camuso to open all inland waters for fishing and to waive the requirement that anglers need a recreational fishing license to fish the inland waters of Maine. The order, which is effectively immediately, will run through April 30 and is intended to encourage Maine people to enjoy the outdoors as we confront the challenges associated with COVID-19. The Governor is considering additional measures to make Maine’s great outdoors more accessible to Maine people. She continues to urge those who go out to employ appropriate physical distancing measures recommended by the U.S. CDC.
               “As an avid angler, I know there’s nothing better for the heart and soul than a little fishing,” said Governor Mills. “As we continue to navigate this challenging time together, I hope this order will motivate Maine people to do what we have done for generations: take to our lakes, rivers, and streams to cast a line. The great outdoors is still open. Please enjoy it safely.”
Maine has over 6,000 lakes and ponds, and over 32,000 miles of rivers and streams. With many people home and without many of their normal structured activities, this is a great time to get outside and enjoy Maine’s inland waters.
“During these times, getting outside and enjoying the outdoors is a wonderful way to recharge, while maintaining social distancing practices,” said Commissioner Camuso. “Waiving the requirements for a license will give people more opportunities to enjoy the outdoors.” 
Effective immediately, any person (except those whose license has been suspended or revoked) may fish without a license through April 30, 2020. This change does not apply to activities which require a commercial freshwater fishing license or permit.
Also effective immediately, all inland waters that traditionally open to open water fishing on April 1 will now be open to open water fishing. This change does not open any body of water to ice fishing that is currently closed to ice fishing. All other tackle, length and bag limits and special regulations still apply. 
Before heading out, please make sure you let someone know where you are going and when you expect to return. If you are accessing a waterway from private land, please treat the land as if it were your own, and leave no trace that you were there.
If you are going to be heading out onto frozen waterbodies to ice fish, please continue to use extreme caution. Use a chisel or auger to test ice thickness in several places. Remember that ice conditions can vary greatly this time of year. Ice that forms over flowing water and currents, especially near springs, streams, bridges and culverts, can be particularly dangerous.
If you are fishing from a boat, the Maine Warden Service is urging boaters to wear their lifejackets. Prolonged immersion in cold water can kill, and wearing a life jacket can greatly increase your survival chances if you are in the water unexpectedly.
[bookmark: _Hlk35604615]In conjunction with MDIFW temporarily waiving the requirement that anglers need a recreational fishing license to fish the inland waters of Maine, The Department of Marine Resources also waived the requirement that saltwater anglers must join the state’s saltwater registry, effective immediately through April 30.
	


For more information on the rules and regulations on your favorite water, please visit https://www.maine.gov/ifw/fishing-boating/index.html.  
Anglers also have a new tool that makes it quick and easy to find out the fishing regulations on any of Maine’s inland waters. Maine’s Fishing Laws Online Angling Tool (FLOAT), is an online map-based tool that can be accessed from your computer or your smartphone, giving you access to fishing regulations for all your favorite fishing waters.
Wondering where to go? Check out the improved Maine fishing guide at https://www.maine.gov/ifw/fishing-boating/fishing/fishing-resources/maine-fishing-guide/index.html. This statewide guide features the top fishing destinations in the state, broken down by species, tips on how to catch various species, and even provides advice on how to fish with children. You can even use the Department’s Google Earth data layers on your desktop to select your next fishing destination.
If you would like to purchase your license now, or after April 30,  you can go online at mefishwildlife.com and get your license. There are license options for a day, a week, 15 days or a season. The cost for a day of fishing is less than you would pay to go to the movies. And kids under 16 always fish free.
Last year, over 345,000 people were licensed to fish in Maine and fishing contributes over $370 million to Maine’s economy. Money from license sales helps protect Maine’s waters, it enhances Maine’s fisheries and provides water access on many of Maine’s lakes and rivers.
The Department stocks more than 1 million fish each year and manages more than 20 species of freshwater game fish. Wondering where we stocked fish lately? Go online at https://www.maine.gov/ifw/fishing-boating/fishing/fishing-resources/fish-stocking-report.html. 
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Dixmont is a Community that Cares

Neighbors
W Neighbors

NHN prouides Dixmont residents and their families
with emergency assistance to temporarily cover basic
necessities such as food, electric, gas, oil, propane,
phone and prescription medications.

NHN has volunteers willing to assist with grocery shopping,
meal preparation, transportation, errands and light chores
for those unable to perform these tasks. A Telephone

Reassurance Program is now available for anyone who is
isolated and could benefit from a daily check-in.

We encourage you to call the Town Office at 234-2294
if you could use the help.
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When it rains, it pours...
but soon,

the sun
shines again.
i

.» Stay positive.
t}etter days are on the way.
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